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A  BIBLIOGRAPHY  ON  THE 
NORTHERN  GOSHAWK  (Accipiter  gentilis) 


The  Accipiters,  or  bird  hawks,  are  long-tailed  hunters  with  short 
rounded  wings  that  enable  them  to  fly  fast  and  have  high  maneuver- 
ability.  They  feed  mainly  on  small  birds  taken  on  the  wing  and  on 
small  mammals . 

Included  in  the  Accipiter  group  are  the  goshawks,  Cooper's  hawks, 
and  sharp-shinned  hawks.   They  are  less  commonly  observed  than  other 
hawks  because  of  their  somewhat  secretive  habits  and  the  fact  that  they 
are  normally  found  in  shrubby  or  woodland  areas  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
goshawk,  in  coniferous  forests.   Short  glimpses  may  be  had  as  the  bird 
flashes  through  the  trees  or  swoops  on  prey  in  the  margins  of  woodlots. 

There  is  evidence  in  recent  years  that  all  accipiters  may  be  decreasing 
in  numbers  in  several  parts  of  their  range.   Because  of  this,  it  has 
become  increasingly  important  that  land  managers  attempt  to  learn  more 
about  their  habitat  requirements  and  to  provide  for  their  needs,  whenever 
possible,  in  proposed  or  on-going  land  management  activities. 

A  foundation  for  increasing  our  knowledge  has  been  prepared  by 
William  C.  Shuster  who,  through  an  intensive  literature  search,  has 
compiled  the  attached  bibliography  on  the  Northern  Goshawk.   The 
author's  current  address  is:   U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Baker,  Oregon. 
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